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SUBJECT: EMBASSY REPRESENTATION OVER HARASSMENT OF 
CORRESPONDENTS 

1 . IN WAKE OF SEVERAL INCIDENTS DURING PAST WEEK INVOLVES 
MANHANDLING, OSTENTATIOUS SURVEILLANCE, CONFISCATION OF 
FILM, AND OTHER PETTY HARASSMENT OF U.S. NEWSMEN ATTEMPTIN 
TO COVER (A) ORLOV TRIAL, (B) MAY 23 DEMONSTRATION OF 
FEMALE REFUSENIKS IN ALEKSANDROV SKIY GARDEN, AND (C) MAY 
24 HOSTAGE EPISODE AT FINNAIR OFFICE, PRESS ATTACHE ON 

MAY 25 CALLED ON MFA PRESS DIVISION COUNSELOR ZHURAVLEV 
TO DELIVER ORAL REPRESENTATION. 

2. EMBOFF RAN DOWN SERIES OF INCIDENTS IN SOME DETAIL, 

NOTING THAT PRESUMED PLAINCLOTHES MILITIA/KGB PERSONNEL 
CONSISTENTLY REFUSED TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES, CONDUCTED 
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THEMSELVES "CRUDELY 1 ' AND PHYSICALLY ABUSED CORRESPONDENTS. 
AUTOMOBILES PRESUMABLY BELONGING TO "ORGANS OF AUTHORITY" 
HAD ENDANGERED LIFE AND LIMB BY CUTTING OFF NEWSMEN'S 
CARS, PLAYING BUMPER TAG, ETC. PRESS ATTACHE EXPRESSED 
EMBASSY'S’TNCREASING CONCERN AND ALARM" OVER SUCH UN- 
ACCEPTABLE CONDUCT, PARTICULARLY WHEN A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER 
OF SIMILAR INCIDENTS OCCURRED OVER SUCH A SHORT SPAN OF 
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TIME. EMBASSY COULD ONLY CONCLUDE THAT THERE WAS IN 
EFFECT "A SYSTEMATIC PATTERN OF INTIMIDATION, AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF ARBITRARINESS' 1 . EMBASSY CANNOT ACCEPT SUCH 
INTERFERENCE WITH LEGITIMATE COVERAGE OF NEWS EVENTS BY 
JOURNALISTS, NOR DIRECT VIOLATION OF HELSINKI COMMITMENT 
TO PROVIDING BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS FOR NEWSMEN. 

SOVIET JOURNALISTS IN U.S., NOTED PRESS ATTACHE, ARE NOT 
SUBJECTED TO SUCH CRUDE TREATMENT AND IF MISTAKES DO 
OCCUR, U.S. SIDE IS SINCERELY CONCERNED AND UNDERTAKES 
IMMEDIATE MEASURES TO CORRECT THEM. EMBASSY WAS NOW ASKIN 
MFA TO TAKE SIMILAR STEPS TO ENSURE THAT INCIDENTS IN- 
VOLVING U.S. CORRESPONDENTS WERE NOT REPEATED. 

3. DURING DISCUSSION THAT FOLLOWED, EMBOFF MENTIONED 
INFORMALLY TO ZHURAVLEV THAT SOVIETS SEEMED INSISTENT 
UPON CREATING DIFFICULTIES FOR THEMSELVES. HE CITED 
PLUG-PULLING INCIDENTS DURING APRIL 19-23 SECVISIT, WHICH 

DID NOT PREVENT PHOTOS AND FILM OF MCCLELLAN DEMONSTRATION 
FROM REACHING WEST BUT DID RESULT IN TWO U.S. PROTESTS 
AND EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY UNFAVORABLE TO USSR. PRESS 
ATTACHE ASSURED ZHURAVLEV THAT HIGHEST LEVELS OF DEPART 
MENT WERE GENUINELY CONCERNED ABOUT TREATMENT ACCORDED 
AMERICAN JOURNALISTS, AS WAS DEMONSTRATED DURING SECVISIT, 
AND THAT IT WAS IN EVERYONE'S INTEREST TO ELIMINATE 
"CHILDISH" BEHAVIOR OF SOVIET ORGANS OF CONTROL AND 
DISPENSE WITH UNNECESSARY PROBLEMS. 

4. ZHURAVLEV, FOR HIS PART, SAID HE APPRECIATED FRANK 
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AND LOW-KEY PRESENTATION. IN ABSENCE ANY WRITTEN 
PRESENTATION FROM EMBASSY, ZHURAVLEV SAID HE WOULD BE 
SURE TO PASS ON SUBSTANCE OF EMBASSY'S VIEW (HE TOOK 
COPIOUS NOTES). HE ASSURED THAT SOVIETS WERE NOT 
"REASSESSING OUR POSITION REGARDING THE HELSINKI FINAL 
ACT PROVISIONS CONCERNING JOURNALISTS" AND THAT SOVIET 
UNION "IN THE INTEREST OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING" WAS 
ATTEMPTING TO FACILITATE WORKING CONDITIONS FOR NEWSMEN 
(HE RECITED STOCK LIST OF SOVIET IMPROVEMENTS IN THIS 
AREA OVER PAST THREE YEARS), ALTHOUGH HE WAS CAREFUL TO 
HEDGE BY NOTING THAT SOVIETS WERE TRYING TO DO THIS "IN 
PRINCIPLE". ZHURAVLEV CLOSED BY SAYING THAT SOVIETS 
WOULD "STUDY" THE MATTER AND BY DELIVERING OFF-HAND 
COMMENT THAT "YOU KNOW, SOMETIMES I THINK OUR MILITIAMEN 
ARE NOT TOO EDUCATED." PRESS ATTACHE HOPED THAT MFA 
COULD BEGIN THE EDUCATION PROCESS. 

5. FYI, AT LEAST THREE U.S. NEWSMEN - KLOSE OF 
WASHINGTON POST, FISHER OF L. A. TIMES AND REDMONT OF 
CBS - HAVE WRITTEN THEIR OWN LETTERS OF PROTEST TO MFA 
OVER SPECIFIC INCIDENTS OF HARASSMENT. OTHERS INDICATED 
THEIR INTENTION TO DO SO, BUT THEIR FIRES SEEM TO HAVE 
DIED DOWN OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS. SEVERAL BRITISH 
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CORRESPONDENTS ALSO SAID THEY WOULD BE WRITING TO MFA ON 
THIS SCORE, AND WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH BRITISH 
EMBASSY CONCERNING BEST WAY TO MAKE OUR CONCERNS KNOWN. 

WE EXPECT BRITISH PRESS ATTACHE TO MAKE SIMILAR CALL ON 
MFA/PRESS WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. MATLOCK 
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